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[bookmark: _Toc230808540]PROBLEM DEFINITION
A brief, broadly comprehensible introduction to the field of scientific research, defining the fundamental problem and the current state of knowledge or research (i.e. the so-called state-of-the-art) in the scientific research area directly related to the proposed topic, with mandatory references to all relevant scientific literature. The chapter may include illustrations (images, graphs, diagrams, schemes, plans, tables, etc.) if they enhance the clarity of the presentation of the problem.
The recommended length of the chapter is 5–8 pages.

[bookmark: _Toc230808541]DOCTORAL DISSERTATION THESIS
The thesis is the fundamental assertion that the candidate seeks to confirm or refute through evidence obtained in the course of the doctoral research and summarises the purpose of the study. It should be concise, usually derived from the title, and should not exceed one sentence. If characteristic of the research field, the thesis may also consist of several components.
The thesis should not contain lesser-known or field-specific acronyms or abbreviations. The use of generally established scientific notation (e.g. Ca²⁺, ATP, DNA) is permitted.
Hypotheses may support the main thesis of the research. Hypotheses are predictive statements proposing a possible, measurable answer to a specific research question. They define specific, unconfirmed assumptions about individual parts of the research that are necessary to confirm the main thesis. Hypotheses should be clearly derived from the key research questions arising from the problem definition.
The chapter must clearly distinguish, through accompanying explanatory text, between the thesis and the hypotheses.

[bookmark: _Toc230808542]DOCTORAL DISSERTATION OBJECTIVES
A brief statement of the final objectives of the doctoral research, preferably presented in the form of bullet points or an itemised list. The objectives should be directly related to the verification of the proposed hypotheses or to the research questions.
The recommended length of the chapter is no more than 1 page.

[bookmark: _Toc230808543]PROPOSED RESEARCH METHODS
A systematic description of the proposed research methods, including a hierarchical definition of the main research methods (e.g. literature review, comparison, deduction, theoretical analysis, experiment, observation, survey research, classification, evaluation, analysis and synthesis, etc.), as well as a more detailed description of the anticipated qualitative and quantitative methods.
The methods should be meaningfully aligned with the proposed hypotheses or research objectives. For each group of methods, the candidate should briefly justify their selection and explain their role within the research. Where relevant, the integration of different methodological approaches and the manner in which the reliability and validity of the results will be assessed should also be indicated. The candidate should additionally specify the key tools, software, or experimental platforms to be used in the research.
The recommended length of the chapter is no more than 3 pages.

[bookmark: _Toc230808544]ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS
A statement of the key assumptions, simplifications, or limitations of the doctoral research, preferably in the form of bullet points or an itemised list. These should include methodological, experimental, data-related, or model-related aspects of the research. The candidate should briefly describe their impact on the course of the research and on the interpretation of the results and, where appropriate, indicate the approaches for managing or validating them.
The recommended length of the chapter is no more than 2 pages.

[bookmark: _Toc185187632][bookmark: _Toc230808545]PROPOSED CHAPTERS AND SUBCHAPTERS
An outline of the tentative structure of the chapters and main subchapters of the doctoral dissertation, with recommended consideration of the IMRD structure (Introduction, Methodology, Results, and Discussion). When defining the chapter structure, due consideration should be given to the standards applicable within the respective research field.
Chapters and subchapters should be correctly numbered using Arabic numerals (without a full stop).
Chapters (or subchapters) that will contain original scientific research findings should be specifically indicated in bold typeface.

[bookmark: _Toc185187633][bookmark: _Toc230808546]KEY REFERENCES
List of the main sources referenced by the candidate in the previous chapters of the dissertation proposal, formatted according to the standards commonly used in the respective research field (e.g., IEEE, APA, ASA, MLA, AMA, ACS, AMS, AIP, CSE, CBE, etc.).

[bookmark: _Toc185187634][bookmark: _Toc230808547]TOPIC ORIGINALITY ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _Toc230808548]8.1 Information on Database Searches
A definition of the keywords (preferably no more than five) and any relevant synonyms in both Slovene and English.
Tabulated and commented results of queries based on the selected keywords in relevant primary and secondary databases of scientific publications (COBISS, Web of Science, Scopus), databases of doctoral dissertations (e.g. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses, UM:NIK), and patent databases (Espacenet), if applicable to the research field. To provide an overview of the extent to which a specific field has already been researched, the results of queries should first be presented separately for each keyword, along with its synonyms (using the OR operator within the search string). Only thereafter should the results of queries for appropriate logical combinations of keywords (using the AND operator within the search string) be presented to provide insight into the extent to which combinations of research areas have already been investigated.
Summaries of the identified results of the most thematically related published studies should be provided, along with comments on how and in what way the proposed doctoral research differs from the existing work and which research gap it addresses.
[bookmark: _Toc230808549]8.2 Justification of Topic Originality and Proposed Original Scientific Contributions
The originality of the doctoral dissertation topic should be justified based on the analysis of existing literature and sources, in accordance with the Recommendations for Analysing Literature Sources and Proving the Originality of the Doctoral Dissertation Topic by the Council of the Doctoral School of the University of Maribor.
A statement of the proposed original scientific contributions of the doctoral research and their contribution to the global development of the relevant research field.

[bookmark: _Toc230808550]RESEARCH DATA MANAGEMENT PLAN
[bookmark: _Toc230808551]9.1 Data Types and How They are Created or Collected
A description of the data types that will be created or collected as part of the doctoral research. A brief description of the methods by which the data will be created or collected should also be provided. If existing data are to be used, these should be specified. If sensitive data are to be handled, the candidate should indicate how their ethical acquisition and processing will be ensured.
[bookmark: _Toc230808552]9.2 Data Storage and Protection
The candidate should indicate where and how data will be stored during the doctoral research and how their protection will be ensured, particularly for sensitive data. Any need to restrict access to data should be identified, and the reasons for such restrictions should be explained. 
The candidate should also indicate where and how the data will be stored after completion of the doctoral research (including the specification of the data repository) and how access to the data will be ensured in accordance with the principles of open science. Any need for a time-limited or permanent restriction of access to the data should likewise be identified and justified (e.g. protection of intellectual property or patent rights, or other relevant reasons).


	NOTE:
The dissertation proposal must be written in grammatically correct and appropriate academic language!
Technical specifications: font size 11 pt, single spacing, margins of 2.5 cm on all sides.
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